
 
 
18 August 2022 
 
Parents,  
 
Welcome to what I hope is an exciting, engaging, and worthwhile semester/year for your student at Granite 
City High School.  I look forward to working with the students in my classes and helping them become better 
readers, writers, and thinkers. 
 
In room 251 students will be asked to craft a reading life – not fake a list of books read, not cut and paste 
arbitrary book reports, and not click boxes on multiple-choice online reading quizzes.  A real reading life 
encompasses finding books that really interest the reader, engaging meaningfully with those books, and 
sharing the joy of reading with others. 
 
Whether your student is already a voracious reader with a book on-hand at all times or a “reluctant” reader who 
hasn’t picked up a book of his or her own in years, I truly believe there is a reading life out there for everyone – 
some of us just need guidance to discover it (or find it again).   
 
Books are amazing.  They can transport us to other worlds, allow us to live other lives, help us consider other 
values and other ways of thinking.  Books can also help us through troubling times, reminding us that we are 
not alone and that others have traveled this path or one like it before us.  Reading not only teaches us new 
lessons but helps us develop empathy and understanding of the world. 
 
As part of this course, your student will be asked to read – not just books we read together or in groups and 
study deeply, but books of her/his own choosing.  The more books, the better for reading improves our reading 
(and our writing).  Developing reading stamina, examining the craft of many authors, and challenging reading 
ability are essential for success in education beyond high school. 
 
Students will be permitted to bring reading of their own choosing (from home, from the public library, borrowed 
from a friend, checked out of the media center, borrowed on online platforms, etc.).  I also continue to develop 
a classroom library from which they can borrow books of varying styles, topics, and genres (access it at the link 
on the class website).  I won’t be familiar with all the books the kids are reading, and I won’t even remember all 
the details of books I recommend to them.  I don’t feel it necessary to censor what teenagers read.  If we trust 
they are becoming young adults, they need to be given liberty in choosing for themselves what is appropriate. 
 
Kids have different needs when it comes to reading – they come from different backgrounds, have different 
reading capabilities, and have different life experiences.  What may be perfect for one student may not be a 
good fit for another.  If you find your teen reading a book that makes you a bit uncomfortable or is 
controversial, please know ultimately he chose it (whether it was recommended by myself, another student, or 
just looked appealing).  Please talk to your student about what she/he is reading this semester – feel free to 
read along. 
 
Reading relieves stress, builds stamina, and helps us think in new ways.  Often, the key is just getting the right 
book in the hands of the right student and letting her go.  Because I respect your role as a parent, this letter 
informs you of my intent to help your student develop his/her own reading life.  If you would like to more closely 
keep tabs on what your teen is reading (beyond discussing books together), simply contact me by email and 
we can work out details. 
 
With booklove, 
                     GCHS English Teacher 
Jennifer A. Connolly        MA in English / Teaching of Writing 
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